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TEASER
FADE | N:
EXT. COSTA RI CA - TRI PLE- CANCPY JUNGLE -- DAY 1

Twi light at noon. A valley. A garden of the gods gone insane.
Movi ng through the heart of a Costa Rican jungle. Unbearable (X)
heat. G gantic trees. Dripping vines.

Rustling...crawming...stalking. Everywhere the shriek of

hunter and prey. This is a place where the past has never
ended, where centuries sink layer by layer to the rotting
floor. Life locked in the weck of Eden.

Deeper. Farther in. Through wecks of worship gone insane.
Moss-covered ruins. Altars to the darkest angels. Mnbling.
Chanting. The bl oody shriek of priest and prey. Life poured
out to the stones and shadows.

The ground is rising...grow ng steeper.

Everywhere there is a cacophony of creature screanms. Warnings
heeded by anci ent generations. But not our own. Suddenly,

in a rocky wall appears a vine-covered gash. It's the entrance
to a tunnel. Beyond is darkness.

| NT. TUNNEL 2
Echoi ng sounds are heard. Steel tapping on steel. The crunble
of stone. The tunnel leads farther up and further in. Slowy,

a dimlight appears. Init, the walls glisten as though

covered with crystal. Voices are heard.

ANN GLYNDON (O S.)
| think it noved a little.

ARTHUR GLYNDON (O S.)
Be careful.

Around a bend. By the light of battery-powered | anterns,

t hree archaeol ogi sts are working. They are: DR ANN GLYNDON,
her husband, DR ARTHUR GLYNDON, and their colleague, DR
FRANK MATTHEWS. All are in their late thirties.

The crystal substance on the walls is thicker. They're tapping
through it, trying to |loosen a large, flat, stone in the
ceiling above them On it are strange runes.

FRANK NMATTHEWS
|'ve never seen a tonb |like this. Not
a single recogni zabl e synbol, only
t hese runes.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANN GLYNDON
Maybe it isn't a tonb. This stone was
definitely set in place fromthe inside.

Wth a grinding sound, the stone noves.

ANN GLYNDON ( CONT' D)
It's comng. Try pushing that
di rection.

Wth their conbined effort, slowy the stone rolls away.
Picking up the lanterns, they clinb up into the darkness.

| NT. STONE CHAMBER
Instantly, they stop.

FRANK MATTHEWS
VWhat in the nane of heaven is that?

In the center of a chanber sits a huge, stone chair. Seated
onit, is the body of a gigantic man. He's naked and hairl ess,
and it | ooks as though he's been dead for thousands of years.
Hi s eyes are deconposed. Dry, enpty sockets stare at them

Hi s nouth hangs open. H's tongue has turned to dust. But,
strangest of all is his skin. It glistens with a faint, bl ue-
green gl ow.

Bef ore the archaeol ogi sts can do anything, the outside air
hits the body and it begins to disintegrate into dust.
Instantly, the chanber is filled with mllions of tiny, blue-
green notes. The peopl e begi n coughi ng and choki ng.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
Let's get out of here.

They junp down out of the room
| NT. TUNNEL
They run until they're outside the tunnel. On the way, Ann
drops her lantern. The blue-green notes drift out of the
chanber...and slowy swirl into the |ight.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. JUNGLE -- N GHT
A large field tent is pitched in the trees. |In front of it,

a fire burns. Frominside the tent cones the sound of
coughi ng.
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I NT. TENT -- N GHT 6

The archaeol ogi sts are asl eep on cots under nbsquito nets.
Ann's face is visible in the firelight. Around her |ips and
nostrils there is a faint, blue-green glow. Her face is
covered with sweat.

HALLUCI NATI ON SEQUENCE
Far away, she hears the sound of a human heartbeat. Slowy,

Ann awakens and | ooks around. The sound is getting | ouder.
She tries to awaken her husband.

ANN GLYNDON
Arthur. ..
But his eyes renmain closed. Bloody tears are runni ng down
his face.
ANN GLYNDON ( CONT' D)
Arthur. ..

She shakes him He' s unconsci ous. She nobves to Frank.

ANN GLYNDON ( CONT' D)
Frank. ..wake up. Wake up, Frank. (%)

She turns himover. He's unconscious too. Blood is dripping
fromhis eyes.

ANN GLYNDON ( CONT' D)
Ch, God... ©h, God...

EXT. TENT -- CONTI NUOUS 7

She runs out of the tent. The heartbeat is | ouder and faster.

POV ANN

Stream ng through the jungle is a brilliant, blue-green |ight.
It's noving toward her. Init, shrouded in mst |like a dark
angel, is a gigantic shadow. Al that's visible are its eyes.

The light that flows fromthemis bl ood-red.

Ann turns and runs. The shadow follows. She crashes through
vines and over fallen trees. Suddenly, she stops. She's at
the edge of a cliff. She turns.

The eyes of the shadow are staring down at her. The heartbeat
is aroar. She screans...and falls.

HALLUCI NATI ON SEQUENCE ENDS
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EXT. JAGGED ROCKS -- N GHT

Ann's body lies in the noonlight broken on jagged rocks. She
is dead. Her eyes are open. Fromthemrun drops of bl ood.
On her lips is the blue-green glow

FADE QOUT:

END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE
FADE | N:
EXT. NORTHERN VIRG NI A -- TWO- LANE ROAD THROUGH WOODS -- DAY 9

Rock music pounds. The sound is comng froma mnt-condition
'54 Cadillac convertible streaking dowmn a two-Iane road through
a woods in Northern Virginia.

As it passes several cars, it blasts through a speed trap.
Instantly, a STATE TROOPER roars out of his hiding place with
lights and siren scream ng

| NT. CADI LLAC -- DAY 10
The driver stares in his rear-view mrror and sees the cop.

EDWARD
| do not have tinme for this.

He jans the pedal to the floor.

The man at the wheel is in his md-thirties and handsone, but
it looks Iike he hasn't shaved or slept in a week. He's
wearing old jeans and a work shirt. His longish hair is a
mess and he's drinking a can of root beer. This is DR EDWARD
MARCASE, one of the world' s |eading virologists.

EXT. DRI VEWAY | NTO TREES -- DAY 11

The Caddy brakes--turns--and al nost spins out. Then it guns
down a narrow, unmarked road | eading deep into the woods.
The cop is in hot pursuit.

| NT. COP CAR -- DAY 12
He's on the radio.

STATE TROOPER
(reading Caddy's pl ate)
...the plate is Virginia--E-B-OL-A
and | need backup.

EXT. CADI LLAC -- DAY 13

The Cadillac races through the trees with the trooper close
behi nd. Suddenly, dead ahead is an iron gate covered with
razor wwre. A double-row of electrified fence with nore razor
wire stretches into the woods on either side.

The cars cone to a shrieking halt at a guard-post nmanned by
two plain-clothes AGENTS. They rush out with M16's ready.
The trooper junps fromhis car and heads for the Cadill ac
with his .45 poi nted.

( CONTI NUED)
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STATE TROOPER
QUT OF THE CAR  NOW

Mar case holds up a plastic IDto the agent.

EDWARD
GET TH' S GQUY OFF MY ASS.

The nman | ooks at it.

STATE TROOPER
| SAID, GET OQUT OF THE CAR

AGENT
This is federal jurisdiction. W'l
take care of it.

STATE TROOPER
LI KE HELL YOU W LL.

AGENT
(pointing his M16)
YOU ARE | N A RESTRI CTED AREA. HOLSTER
YOUR WEAPON AND LEAVE | MMVEDI ATELY, OR
| AM AUTHORI ZED TO USE LETHAL FORCE

The trooper stares at him..then slowy holsters his gun and
| eaves.

EDWARD
Open the gate.

The guard takes out an odd-I|ooking el ectronic device.

AGENT
Hand on the form sir.

Mar case places his hand on it. A small green light flashes
and the iron gate swi ngs open. Marcase guns the car through.

EXT. VICTORI AN MANSI ON -- CU SURVEI LLANCE CAMERA -- DAY 14
A surveill ance canera near the road begins tracking.

VI EW THROUGH CAMERA

It tracks the Cadillac as it streaks down a | ong driveway.

CU SECOND CAMERA

Anot her canera picks up the car as it screeches to a stop in

front of a huge, victorian mansion. Marcase junps out, and

runs up the stairs. Instead of ringing the bell, he yells
into a third canmera nounted above the door

( CONTI NUED)
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EDWARD
Ckay, you know I'm here. Open the
damm door

The front door opens automatically. Marcase rushes into the
bui | di ng.

| NT. HALLWAY OF MANSI ON -- CONTI NUOUS

The main floor of the mansion is decorated in exquisite
antiques. Marcase |ooks around. He's still alone. The door
cl oses automatically behind him

EDWARD
Look, I haven't slept in a week.
Sonebody better get the hell out here
or I"'mgonna start throwing furniture.

RH NEHART (O. S.)
We certainly wouldn't want you to do
that. ..

Marcase turns. At the end of a hall stands a distingui shed

|l ooking man in his late fifties. He walks toward hi m supported
by a cane. This is DR THURMAN RH NEHART. Operating just

bel ow cabi net |level, he is the nost powerful man in the United
States in the areas of disease and public health.

RHI NEHART ( CONT' D)
Vel come, Edward. .

Rhi nehart extends his hand. Marcase gives himthe shortest
handshake in history.

EDWARD
The director hinmself. The crap nust
be up to our eyeballs. How s the
President, Dr. Rhinehart? Still taking
his penicillin?

RH NEHART
(with a restrained smile)
It's good to have you back in the

country.
EDWARD
Ni ce place. Deceptively honelike.
RH NEHART
The secure level is underground. It's

totally automated. The only human
staff will be your team

Rhi nehart | eads Marcase to a door and touches an el ectronic
pad. The door slides open. They wal k through.
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I NT. HI - TECH CONFERENCE ROOM OF THE MANSI ON -- CONTI NUOUS 16

Rhi nehart and Marcase enter a futuristic conference room
The walls are lined wth screens and nonitoring devices. In
the center is a long table. Two other people are already

t here:

The first is a beautiful woman of thirty. This is DR KIMBERLY
SHI ROVA. She's a | eadi ng nol ecul ar geneti ci st/ pat hol ogi st

with many autopsies to her credit. She specializes in the
genetic nutation of disease.

At the back of the roomis a powerfully built young man with
a face like a human doberman. This is M CHAEL HAILEY. He's
27-years old, a fornmer Navy SEAL and a defense intelligence
specialist. He wears a dock strapped onto his hip. The air
i s tense.

EDWARD
Don't tell ne this is the team two
peopl e?

RHI NEHART

Think of it as the tip of a spear.
The shaft extends around the worl d.

EDWARD
Oh, | know where the shaft extends.

RH NEHART
Nice to see you haven't |ost any of
your basic paranoia. This building is
on-line with every | eading research
facility. And they're all standing (%)

by. (X

EDWARD
So, we're in total isolation.

RHI NEHART

Edward, 1'd like for you to neet Dr.
Kimberly Shiroma from Wrld Heal th.

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl MBERLY
Dr. Marcase. (X)

EDWARD
|'ve heard of you...a nol ecular
geneticist/pathologist. Don't we have
a mutual friend?

Her face slightly flushes.

Kl MBERLY
| don't think so.
EDWARD
Yeah, we do. It'll conme to ne. My

brain's a little foggy. Eighteen hours
ago | was baggi ng bodies in Nepal.

He turns toward Hailey...and sees the gun.

EDWARD ( CONT' D) (X)
Who's he, a nenber of the NRA nedi cal
t eanf?
HAI LEY
The nane's M chael Hail ey.
RHI NEHART
M chael will be your liaison with..
EDWARD
Ch, no. Stop. | don't need a liaison

with the Cl A?

RH NEHART
Actual ly, defense intelligence. He's
responsi bl e for security.

EDWARD
Yours or m ne? Does he have any nedi cal
training at all?

HAI LEY
| make great margaritas.

EDWARD
Wll, that's a start.

HAI LEY
And | can put a bullet between your
eyes at thirty yards.

EDWARD
| was saying this norning | really
need an assistant who can kill people.

( CONTI NUED)
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RHI NEHART
Don't sell himshort. He's also an
expert on the history of plagues. How
many doctors do you know who can quote
fromthe Decaneron about the Bl ack

Deat h?

( CONTI NUED)
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EDWARD
You're that weird, huh?
HAI LEY
Weird is ny specialty.
EDWARD
"1l keep that in m nd.

(beat)
Ckay, let's get on with it. Wat's
t he bad news?

RHI NEHART
(cheerfully)
More than bad news. Try a nightmare
fromhell.

Rhi nehart turns to the conference table. The lights dim
The table top shimers and becones a screen. Marcase stares
down into what |ooks |like a universe of blood. Actually,
it's a single drop that's been magnified mllions of tines
until every virus in it is a nonstrosity.

EDWARD
What kind of equipnment is this? What
am | | ooking at?

RH NEHART

Experinental nol ecul ar i nmagi ng
technology. W're the only ones who
have it. For the first tinme we can
actually observe living viruses.

(beat)
This is a magni fied projection of a
single drop of blood. In it are viruses
of the common cold, swine flu and Lassa
fever.

As he names them hideous-I|ooking mcroscopic creatures are
illum nated.

RHI NEHART ( CONT' D)
As you can see, they've been rendered
harm ess by antibodi es. Now watch. ..

Suddenly, the color of the blood darkens. Then, as though
appearing fromout of the depths of the universe, an ethereal,
new virus becones visible. It's larger than the others,
delicate and beautiful, alnost Iike a creature of the sea.
Fromit cones a bl ue-green gl ow.

EDWARD
VWhat the hell is that?

( CONTI NUED)
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17
17A

RHI NEHART
The Angel of Death. It's a single (%)
cell of a new virus that we've never (%)
seen before. (X)

For a nonent, the new virus hangs suspended in the bl ood.
Then, slowy, the other viruses begin to drift toward it.

When a cold virus gets close...it's enveloped. A nmonent |ater
it emerges stripped of its antibodies and covered with the
sane gl ow.

EDWARD
Wait a mnute, run that back again.

RHI NEHART
Not necessary. Keep wat chi ng.

The sane thing happens with the Lassa and Swi ne flu viruses.
The only difference is it noves faster and faster.

RHI NEHART ( CONT' D)

It draws all other viruses into itself (%)
and strips themof their antibodies, (%)
maki ng them imune to every known form (%)
of treatnent.

EDWARD
Dear God.. .

RH NEHART

W' ve al ways known that out there
sonmewhere was a nonster waiting to
destroy the human race -- sonething
that woul d make terrorists and nucl ear
bonbs | ook tame. Well, here it is.

EDWARD
Where did this conme fronf
RH NEHART
Let's suit up and we'll show you.

Rhi nehart | eads themto an el evator door.

DI SSOLVE TO
OM TTED 17
EXT. BUS DEPOT 17A
A man in a suit and dark glasses sits on a bench outside a

bus depot. It's Frank Matthews. He's deathly pale and his
face is covered wwth sweat. H's breathing is hard.

( CONTI NUED)
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A bus pulls in. An announcer's voice echoes over the PA (%)

ANNOUNCER (O S.) (X)
The bus for Reston, Virginia and
Washi ngton, D.C. has arrived. Ticketed
passengers proceed to door eight.

( CONTI NUED)
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Peopl e and begin noving toward it. Matthews joins them He
gives the driver his ticket and clinbs on board.

OM TTED

| NT. BUS -- CONTI NUOUS

He makes way toward the back. A seat is open next to an OLD
MAN. He lowers hinself intoit. As he settles in, the nan
smles and nods to him WMatthews does not sml|e back, but
the man persists in being friendly.

OLD MAN
&oin' to D.C.?

FRANK MATTHEWS
Rest on.

OLD MAN
l"mgoin' there too. GCot a
gr anddaughter there |I haven't seen in
over a year.

He pulls out a picture.

CLD MAN ( CONT' D)
Isn't she beautiful ?

Mat t hews gl ances at it, but doesn't respond.

OLD MAN ( CONT' D)
Those them bl ue- bl ock gl asses?
Been neanin' to get ne a pair. Hear
they cut way down on V U rays.
You got any ki ds?

FRANK MATTHEWS
No.

OLD MAN
| got three. Two |lawyers and a doctor.
(extendi ng hi s hand)
Nane's Olie Harris. \Wat's yours?

For a nonment, Matthews stares at the hand, then...slowy takes

it.

As their
f ace.

FRANK MATTHEWS
Frank WMatt hews.

hands neet, a | ook of surprise conmes to the old man's

( CONTI NUED)
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OLD MAN
Dear Lord, you're burnin' up. Your
hand feels |ike a stove. (X)
POV MATTHEWS (X)

To | ook through Frank Matthews' eyes is to see a different
world. The skin of the old man's face is al nost transl ucent
and it's covered with viruses and bacteria. Major clusters
are around his eyes, nose and nouth. Each type is a different

col or.
OLD MAN ( CONT' D)
You don't | ook so good. (%)
Matt hews slowy turns away and stares off into the bus. The (%)

air is filled with mcrobes. They're on the armrests and
all over the people. A wonman sneezes. Mcrobes billow into

the air.
Matthews |licks his dry lips. The saliva has a bl ue-green
gl ow. (X)
19A | NT. PREP ROOM -- DAY 19A( X)
They put on protective gear. (X)
20 b§$. LAB/ MORGUE- - BI O- HAZARD | SOCLATI ON FLOOR UNDER THE MANSI ON - - 20( X)

Wearing bi o-hazard protective suits, Edward, Kinberly,

Rhi nehart and Hailey | eave an airlock and enter a | ab room
They approach a long table. On it is a covered body. Kinberly
pul | s back the coveri ng.

It's the gray, partially deconposed body of Ann d yndon the
archaeol ogi st. An autopsy has al ready been perforned. Her
dead eyes stare up at them

KI MBERLY
This is one of three potential index
cases. Her nane is Dr. Ann d yndon.
She was a professor of archaeol ogy at
the University of San Franci sco.

EDWARD

VWhere was she, Africa or South Anerica?
Kl MBERLY

Costa Rica.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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KI MBERLY ( CONT' D)
She, her husband Arthur and a col | eague,
Frank Matthews, were excavating an
ancient burial site in the Tal amanca
rain forest.

Mar case touches the deep bruises and abrasions on the body.

EDWARD
How d she get these?
KI MBERLY
They found her at the bottomof a cliff.
Either she fell, junped...or was pushed.
EDWARD
So, she didn't die of the virus.
KI MBERLY
No, but it's in her.
EDWARD
| want to go to the site as soon as
possi bl e.
RHI NEHART

Not necessary. W have an excell ent
teamthere right now M chael was
with them yesterday. He brought back
a vi deot ape.

Hai | ey touches a control.

ANGLE ON TV MONI TOR

A video begins. It shows the tunnel. W rking in it are nen
in bio-hazard suits.
HAI LEY
Apparently, the dyndons and Matt hews
found a very unusual tonb. It was

hal f way up a nountai n.

The video noves farther up the tunnel. Qutside the chanber
entrance nore nen in bio-hazard suits are working. The walls
are covered with the crystal substance.

HAI LEY (O S.) (CONT' D)
The entrance was a stone door that had
been sealed fromthe inside. The
carving is in an unknown | anguage.

EDWARD
VWhat's all over the walls?

( CONTI NUED)
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HAI LEY
Salt deposits. But there are none
i nsi de the chanber.

15.

The view on the screen noves into the vault and focuses on
the stone chair. |It's covered with gray dust.

RH NEHART
The tunnel and this tonb are the only
pl aces where the new virus has been
found. The dust is from human remains.
It's full of cultures. Sanples are in
t he | ab.

EDWARD
VWhat about insects and ani mal s?

KI MBERLY
W' ve tested several hundred speci es.
So far they're all clean.

She points to a nonkey in a cage. |Its eyes are crinson.
stares at them nmal evol ently.

KI MBERLY ( CONT' D)
The virus is extrenely selective. CQut
of three dozen nonkeys, this is the
only one we were able to infect.

EDWARD
The eyes | ook henorrhagic.

KI MBERLY
But the internal bl eeding has conpletely
st opped.

Marcase stares at her.

EDWARD
What about the human popul ation?

RH NEHART
No nore cases reported other than the
archaeol ogists. It's alnost like it's

choosing its victins.

EDWARD
VWhere are the two nen?

HAI LEY
Art hur dyndon was caught 12 days ago
with a stolen ID, trying to get into
| evel four at USAMRII D

( CONTI NUED)
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EDWARD
What ? How did he get there?

HAI LEY
He travell ed through the general
popul ati on.

EDWARD
(to Rhinehart)
And you're telling me this thing hasn't
spread?

RHI NEHART
W' ve checked every person we coul d
find who was anywhere near him So
far, nothing. W traced his steps
back to Costa Rica. That's how we
found his wfe.

EDWARD
And the other one? WMatthews?
HAI LEY
Vani shed. We're still searching. (%)
EDWARD
VWhat in hell is going on? Were's
dyndon? Is he still alive?
RHI NEHART
Ch, very much so. But I'mnot sure
living is what you would call it.
CUT TO
EXT. RURAL GAS STATI ON NEAR WOODS - - DAY 21

The bus is stopped at a rural gas station near a woods. The
passengers are outside wal king and stretching. Matthews is
anong them He's still wearing the dark glasses. H's
attention focuses on a LITTLE G RL who has just left the rest
room As she joins her MOTHER, she's unwapping a hot dog.

POV MATTHEWS

Through his eyes, the neat, her hands and her nouth are covered
wi th viruses and bacteri a.

MOTHER
Did you wash your hands before you
|l eft the rest roonf

LITTLE G RL
There wasn't any soap.

( CONTI NUED)
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MOTHER
|"ve told you not to eat w thout washing
your hands.

LI TTLE A RL
Ch, nobm..

She takes a bite.

Mat t hews noves toward the building. A small TV set in the
station office catches his attention. A NEWS ANCHOR is in
the mddle of a story.

| NT. NEWS SET -- DAY

Vat t hews'

FEMALE REPORTER (O. S.)

M. Sutton, chairman of the commttee,
presented a copy of what he cl ai ned
was the | ost tape recording to the
Speci al Counsel's office. How it cane
into the commttee's possession he
declined to say, stating only that
full disclosure would be made at the
proper tine.

(beat)
The President refused coment on these
| at est all egations except to say that
t he changes were politically notivated
and wi thout nerit. However, unnamed
sources in the White House have
suggested that there is deep concern
Wi thin his canpaign staff.

(beat)
Back to you, Warren.

NEWS ANCHOR
Here is a strange story com ng out of
Central Anmerica. Authorities are
searching for University of San
Franci sco archaeol ogi st Dr. Frank
Mat t hews. . .

pi cture appears on half the screen.

NEWS ANCHOR ( CONT' D)
... who di sappeared three weeks ago
froman archaeological dig in the rain
forests of Costa Rica. He's wanted
for questioning in the death of another
Aneri can archaeol ogist, Dr. Ann G yndon,
whose body was found near their
headquarters. It's believed that
Mat t hews nay have re-entered the United
States and. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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Mat t hews turns and heads toward the forest. Wen he reaches (%)
the trees, he starts running.

EXT. POND I N WOODS -- DAY 22

Mat t hews runs deeper and deeper into the woods. He cones to
a rancid pond. Exhausted and out of breath, he drops down.

( CONTI NUED)
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POV MATTHEWS
The water is seething with viruses and bacteria. He begins
drinking. Wen he's finished, he raises up and w pes his

mout h. Then, he takes off his glasses. H's eyes are bl ood
red. There are no whites or pupils in themat all.

FADE QOUT:
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
FADE | N:
| NT. | SCLATI ON CHAMBER - - DAY 23

A pressure door slides open. The team and Rhi nehart (stil

in their FULL Bl O HAZARD GEAR), enter a large, dark room In
the center is a strange, octagonal tank twelve feet across.

It has glass walls. 1In the center of the tank is a bed on a
vertical arm

Constrained in the bed is Arthur Gyndon. He's covered with
tubes and nonitoring devices. His skin is deathly pale and
his eyes are blood-red just |ike Matthews'. Every tinme he
exhal es, his breath steans. Wen he sees the peopl e outside,
he smles. Under his right thunb is a control. Wth it, he
can nove the bed into any position he wants, even a conplete
circle. As the teamwal ks around the tank, the bed rotates
to constantly face them

EDWARD
Look at his eyes. Definitely
henor r hagi c.

Kl MBERLY

But the bleeding is only on the surface.
EDWARD

Wiy is he constrained that way?
RH NEHART

Because he has the strength of four

nmen.

(beat)

Sonet hing el se you mght find
interesting. His tenperature.

They stop at a control panel. Rhinehart hits a key. On the
screen appears the nunber 108.

RHI NEHART ( CONT' D) (X)
And no matter what we do, we can't (%)
| ower it.

EDWARD

He's burning up. He should be dead.
KI MBERLY

The fever has had one predictable
effect. He's conpletely insane.

( CONTI NUED)
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Rhi nehart turns on a two-way speaker.

RH NEHART
Hell o, Dr. dyndon. How are you feeling
t oday?

When d yndon speaks there is a strange sub-whispering quality
to his voice.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
Excellent. Wwo is this? Have you
brought a new specialist?

RHI NEHART
This is Dr. Edward Marcase. He's one
of the world' s |eading young
virol ogi sts.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
(with a laugh)
Real ly? W are flattered. Step closer
to the glass, Dr. Marcase, soO we can
take a | ook at you.

Mar case noves cl oser.

ARTHUR GLYNDON ( CONT' D)
(staring at his face)
Munps, chicken pox, five varieties of
flu, dengue fever. And Ebol a..
contracted when you were a child. It
al nost killed you.

EDWARD
How do you know ny nedical history?

ARTHUR GLYNDON
We can see what's in your blood.

EDWARD
n \M?ll

RH NEHART

Dr. @ yndon believes that viruses are
li ke bees in a hive. Though there are
mllions of them they have one
collective mnd and can think and feel
t oget her.

(beat)
Coul d we ask a few questions that you've
heard before?

ARTHUR GLYNDON
O course.

( CONTI NUED)
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24

25

RHI NEHART
Who are you?

ARTHUR GLYNDON
Nanes mean nothing to us, but you may
call us The Lords of Whispering.

RHI NEHART
Wher e have you cone fronf

ARTHUR GLYNDON
Long ago. We've been asleep for over
15 thousand years. W're the only
hi ve of our kind left in the world.

RH NEHART
Wiy are there so few?
d yndon's eyes stare off as though seeing the past. In his
m nd he hears the sound of roaring. It's the crash of giant
waves.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
Once we covered the earth. W |ived
in al nost every nenber of your species,
but then the horror cane...

SPLI T- SECOND FLASHBACKS BEG N -- | NTERCUT W TH GLYNDON
| NT. TUNNEL -- DARKNESS 24
A torch. It's carried by the huge, naked man who was in the

stone chair. H's eyes are blood-red and he's terrified.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
Every creature was dying. It was as
t hough the whole world was comng to
an end.

The man runs up the tunnel. The sound of roaring and crashing
is behind him

ARTHUR GLYNDON ( CONT' D)
Wth the strongest body we possessed,
we seal ed ourselves in a chanber...
| NT. STONE CHAMBER -- CONTI NUCQUS 25

Wth all his strength, the man rolls the stone over the
entrance.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
And then we sl ept.

( CONTI NUED)
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The huge man sits in the chair, trenbling, staring at nothing.
The torch goes out...l|leaving the chanber in total darkness.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARTHUR GLYNDON ( CONT' D)
W didn't know whet her any humans had
survived...until the door was opened.

Wth a grind of stone against stone...a crack of |ight appears.
FLASHBACK ENDS
d yndon stares at them..and sm | es.

ARTHUR GLYNDON ( CONT' D)
W were very glad to see you. Hunans
are our natural hosts. Through you we
express our consciousness. In return,
we keep your bodies alive for hundreds
of years.

EDWARD
You didn't keep Ann dyndon's body
al i ve.

A horrible | ook cones to dyndon's face.
SPLI'T SECOND FLASH
He sees the dead face of his wife. H's body grows rigid.

ARTHUR GLYNDON

(agony)
W wife, ny wfe, she... she..

But then, it passes.

ARTHUR GLYNDON ( CONT' D)
(with total calm
She destroyed herself before we had
mul ti plied enough to take control.

RHI NEHART
Why did you break into USAMRI | D?

ARTHUR GLYNDON
To liberate the warrior viruses -- the
ones you call Ebola and Lassa and
Mar burg. They've been waiting for us.
We can't kill, but they can. It's a
perfect synbiosis. W strengthen and
guide them They destroy unfit hosts.

EDWARD
And | suppose a lot of us are unfit.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARTHUR GLYNDON
Unfortunately, yes. Over the mllennia
you' ve becone genetically fl awed.

EDWARD
But your mssion failed. You didn't
get into USAMRI I D.

GLYNDON
(smling)
Not hi ng can stop us, Dr. Marcase.
Not hing. Think of it this way. As
far as you are concerned... we are
CGod.

Rhi nehart | eads the teamout. Marcase is the last to | eave.
Suddenl y, a choki ng sound cones from behind him He turns
and |l ooks in the tank. Tears of blood are running down

d yndon's cheeks. His body is rigid. Fromhis nouth cones a
horri bl e echoi ng whi sper.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
Doctor...kill me...kill nme, please..

But instantly, his face goes through a transformation...and
the predatory smle returns.

26 EXT. DESERTED ROAD -- EVEN NG

Frank Matthews is running along a deserted two-1|ane road.
Though it's evening, he's still wearing his dark gl asses.
Suddenly, headlights hit him A van pulls up and stops. The
VAN DRI VER opens the door.

Behind the wheel is a young man in his late twenties. He's
in a special chair rigged so he can operate the vehicle with
one hand. His linbs are twisted. He's fearfully handi capped.
But, strangely, he's very cheerful.

VAN DRI VER
Need a ride?

Matt hews stares at him

VAN DRI VER ( CONT' D)
Wher e you headed?

FRANK MATTHEWS
Rest on.

VAN DRI VER
Hop in. It's only a few m|es.

Matt hews gets in and the van drives off. The rear plate
carries a handi capped i nsigni a.

26
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27 | NT. VAN DRI VI NG ON ROAD -- EVEN NG 27

Matthews is staring intently at the driver. The young nman
notices the strange | ook...and smles.

VAN DRI VER
Listen, don't worry. | knowthis rig
| ooks a little weird, but |I'm one of
the best drivers you'll ever see.

For a nmonment, they ride along in silence. Then..

FRANK MATTHEWS
We don't understand this. W don't
understand at all.

VAN DRI VER
What don't you understand?

FRANK MATTHEWS
You were...very sick

VAN DRI VER
You're right about that.

FRANK MATTHEWS
Spi nal meningitis.

The driver continues smling.
VAN DRI VER

Right again. |1'Il bet you' re sone
ki nd of doctor?

As Matthews stares, he seens to grow nore and nore nervous.
FRANK NMATTHEWS
(filled wth fear)
Why. .. ?

VAN DRI VER
Why, what ?

FRANK NMATTHEWS
(roaring)
VWHY ARE YOU STILL ALIVE?

Mat t hews' nervousness has becone terror. As the young man
| ooks closely at him the sml|e never stops.

( CONTI NUED)
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28

VAN DRI VER
Sonmething's wong with you, isn't it?
| nmean, really wong. After you've
been sick yoursel f, you kinda know. ..

(beat)
Four years ago | was in a notorcycle
accident. | was unconscious for three
weeks. | got a staph infection, then,

meningitis. The doctors gave up.
Took me off |ife support. They even
said | was dead for a few mnutes...

Sweat is pouring down Matthews' face.
POV MATTHEWS

As he stares at the young man, he sees a tiny point of white
i ght appear deep inside him

VAN DRI VER ( CONT' D)
Now, this is gonna sound really out
there, but it's the truth
(beat)
| had a | ot of people praying for nme...

The light is grow ng brighter.

VAN DRI VER ( CONT' D)

And no matter how bad it got, they
just kept on praying. What happened
was a mracle. That's what the doctors
called it.

(beat)
| guess God just wanted to keep ne
alive. You know, when He wants to
heal ... nothing can stop H m

The light is unbearable. Mitthews starts to scream

FRANK NMATTHEWS
Stop the car. Stop the car.

Matt hews | eft hand pushes on the brake. The driver slans on (%)
the brakes. Matthews throws the door open and literally falls
out. The door closes and he rushes off into the darkness.

EXT. ROAD -- N GHT 28

Slowy, the van drives away into the mst. The |light that
streans frominside is alnost as bright as the sun. As
Matt hews stares at it, all around himis the disturbed

whi spering of a mllion voices.
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NI GHT

26.

The whi spering continues. Rhinehart, Edward, Kinberly and

Hailey are in the conference room

goi ng on.

KI MBERLY
|"msorry, doctor. \What | saw was
fever-induced psychosis. His body
tenperature is 108 degrees.

EDWARD
Yet he isn't delirious. Sonething has
control of him There were flashes of
the real man com ng out.

KI MBERLY
In case you didn't notice, the "rea
man" has irreversible brain damage.

I NT. GLYNDON' S TANK - | NTERCUT

From his bed, dyndon stares off into the darkness.

whi spering i s everywhere.

EDWARD
No. He's still down there. | believe
what we're dealing with is a form of
possessi on.

Kl MBERLY
Now t here's a diagnosis straight out
of the thirteenth century.

RH NEHART
Edward, where does this get us in
fighting the disease?

The whi spering around d yndon grows | ouder

EDWARD
VWhat ever has control of him | think
we'd better start listening to it.

HAI LEY
He's right. The guy sounds awful |y
coherent for sonebody who's nuts.

KI MBERLY
And | suppose you' ve becone a
psychi atri st.

HAI LEY
No, but |I've read a | ot about the hive
mentality...

A blistering argunent

The

is

29
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EXT. MOONLI T FOREST -- |INTERCUT -- N GHT
Surrounded by whi spers, Mtthews wal ks through a noonlit
forest.
HAI LEY (O S.)
Termtes have it. One group builds
arches out of pebbles. Pretty
sophi sticated for bugs. Sone scientists
believe they create a | ow 1 evel
electrical field that allows themto
think and work as a unit.
ON GLYNDON

27.

It's as though d yndon can see Matthews. As the whispering

grows, his lips formsilent words.
ON MATTHEWS
It's as though he is |istening.

HAI LEY ( CONT' D)
Maybe that's what's causing the bl ue-
green gl ow.

Kl MBERLY
Not only is he a psychiatrist, he's an
ent onol ogi st.

HAI LEY
Hey, fine, I'll leave it to you experts.
| "' m gonna go check security.

Hai |l ey wal ks out of the room

EDWARD
That was amazi ngly rude.

Kl MBERLY
Dr. Rhinehart, how |l ong are you goi ng
to allow this to continue?

RHI NEHART
| believe in open dialog. W're trying
to keep hell fromcomng to earth and
strange ideas may be our |ast resort.

She stares at himin exasperation.

EDWARD
Look, Hailey could be right.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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EDWARD ( CONT' D)
We don't know what viruses are. Wat
if they do have a collective
consci ousness?

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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EDWARD ( CONT' D)
That woul d expl ai n why i ndependent
out breaks occur at the sane tine
hundreds of mles apart...

ON MATTHEWS

28.

Mat t hews stops and stares off through the trees. 1In the
di stance he can see the lights of the mansion.

ON GLYNDON
In the tank, dyndon smles too. The whisper

EDWARD (O S.)
...And what if they are |ike hives

i ng fades.

that were neant to be controlled by a

master virus that disappeared |ong
ago.

Kl MBERLY

| f you believe that, you' re as insane

as d yndon.

(to Rhinehart)
| told you this would happen. Ever
knows his reputation. He's not a
scientist, he's a nmystic who thinks
every di sease i s a supernatural evi
for himto destroy. And when he fi

yone

I
ghts

them even his own staff is expendable.

EDWARD
VWhat are you tal king about? You kn
not hi ng about ne.

KI MBERLY
(so angry she can hardly
speak)
Oh, | know you very well. Look,
"doctor," just leave ne alone. You
your research and I'Il do m ne

She wal ks out of the room
| NT. HALLWAY NEAR PREP ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS

For a nmonment, Kinberly stops and tries to get
enotions, but her eyes are filled with pain.

I NT. HI - TECH CONFERENCE ROOM OF THE MANSI| ON

EDWARD
Good choice of a team

ow

do

control of her

( CONTI NUED)
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RHI NEHART
She's brilliant and she'll bal ance out
your insanity.

( CONTI NUED)
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EDWARD
Thanks for the vote of confidence.

RH NEHART
Well, your diagnosis was sonmewhat |ess
than traditional

EDWARD
All I want to do is test it. If the
thing inside dyndon is telling the
truth, sonmething killed it in the past
and | want to find out what it was.

RH NEHART
| agree with Kinberly. You are crazy.
But you al so have a di sturbing habit
of being right. Just don't waste a
| ot of time chasing rabbits.

A pager beeps on Rhinehart's belt.

He points
pad.

Rhi nehart

RHI NEHART ( CONT' D)
My car is here.
(beat)
Ch, one last detail.

to ared switch on the wall. Under it

RHI NEHART ( CONT' D)
Bi o-security. There's one of these
panels in every room |In case of a
breach, all you have to do is push it.

EDWARD
And instantly we get blown to hell
right?

RH NEHART
Not instantly. And we prefer to cal
it abrupt project termnation. Al
exits are seal ed and sel f-destruction
wi Il occur in nine mnutes unless you
punch in a personal security code.
Yours is 44492.

wal ks to the door and touches a keypad.

slides open. They wal k out.

EXT. MANSI ON PORCH -- N GHT

A linousine is waiting outside with its rear door open.
Rhi nehart wal ks out of the building and heads toward it.

Marcase follows him

( CONTI NUED)
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37A

EDWARD

Dr. Rhinehart...a nonth ago, three
Anmerican virologists were nmurdered in
Tibet. Runor has it they were under
contract to the CIA.  And that they'd
i solated a new strain of Hantavirus
that's lethal only to Asians. All of
their research di sappeared.

(beat)
| s that what you nean by "abrupt project
term nation?"

Rhi nehart stops and turns toward him

RH NEHART
Do you think I'd condone the killing
of doctors and the theft of research?
"' ma physician nysel f.

EDWARD
So, you know not hi ng about it, then.

Rhi nehart just | ooks at him

RH NEHART
W're all trying to play God for the
good of humanity, Edward. That's what
science is all about.
(beat)
Sonetinmes it just gets out of hand.

He gets in the car, closes the door and rolls down the w ndow.

EDWARD
You expect us to fail, don't you?

RH NEHART
If you don't want to stay, get in and
| eave with me right now.
Mar case doesn't nove. Rhinehart smles.

RHI NEHART ( CONT' D)
Good | uck, doctor.

The wi ndow rolls up and the car drives away.
KI MBERLY' S OFFI CE SPACE -- NI GHT
Kinberly is examning tissue fromAnn dyndon's brain. It's

in an el ectron mcrograph. She speaks into a small cassette
recorder.

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl MBERLY
Exam nation of Ann G yndon's brain
ti ssue continues. Myving into the
cerebral cortex, exam ning the externa
granul ar layer. Now noving into the
pyram dal cell |ayer

( CONTI NUED)
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VI EW NG M CROGRAPH

Suddenly in the equi pnent, she sees a strange cluster of bl ue-
green viruses.
into new configurations. As she stares at them she can al nost

see a face.

They're clunped together...and they' re grow ng

It's a shadow of the same ghastly inmge that Ann

d yndon saw just before she died. Kinberly is deeply shaken

Suddenl vy,

She turns

VWhat

KI MBERLY ( CONT' D)

is that?

t he door opens and Marcase enters the room She
turns toward him trying to cover her shock.

EDWARD

| just renmenbered our nutual friend.
KI MBERLY

Look, doctor, |I'mvery busy.
EDWARD

It was Allen Covell. He was your

fiance, wasn't he?

away from him

EDWARD ( CONT' D)

He was one of the finest virologists
|'"ve ever known.

Until

Kl MBERLY
he worked with you.

EDWARD

You believe I'mresponsible for his

deat h.

Kl MBERLY

What you did was a needl ess ri sk.

EDWARD

What we did was the only way to defeat
t he Ebola. The people of that village
woul dn't allow us to exam ne their

victims if we didn't agree to prepare

their

bodies for burial in the

tradi ti onal manner.

Kl MBERLY

VWi ch neant cl eaning out the victins'
body cavities by hand. And that was
the way the di sease was bei ng spread
in the first place. You were inmmune
because you'd had Ebola as a child.
Al l en wasn't.

( CONTI NUED)
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39

EDWARD
Ki mberly, we took every precaution.
| f you had been there, what would you
have done?

Once nore, she doesn't answer.

EDWARD ( CONT' D)
We stopped the spread. Allen knew the
risks. He was a brave man. He told
me that you were a brave wonman.

She doesn't |ook at him There are tears in her eyes.

KI MBERLY
We both have work to do. |'d appreciate
it if you would | eave.

She goes back to the mcrograph. He |ooks at her for a nonent,
then turns and wal ks out of the room She stares into the

equi pnent .

VIEWIN THE M CROGRAPH

To her surprise, the cluster of viruses has vanished. The
eerie face i s gone.

EXT. GUARD HOUSE -- MANSI ON GATE -- NI GHT

M chael Hailey wal ks up to the guard house frominside the
gr ounds.

HAI LEY
| "' m gonna wal k the outside perineter.

The agent nods and he noves off into the trees.
EXT. WOODS OUTSI DE FENCE -- NI GHT

Mst drifts in the nmoonlight as Hail ey nakes his way through
the forest.

ANGLE | N DARKNESS

Soneone is watching him The darkness is filled with
whi spering that Hailey cannot hear.

POV WATCHER

Hai |l ey stops. Suddenly, in the deep shadows, he sees nobvenent.
He speaks into a snmall radio.

HAI LEY
One to base.

( CONTI NUED)
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40

41

42

AGENT (O S.)
Base here.

HAI LEY
| picked up sonmething. [|'mnot sure
what it is.

AGENT (O S.)
You want to call in the troops?

HAI LEY
No, it mght be an animal. |'m gonna
track it. 1'll be in touch.

He starts off into the darkness.
Dl SSOLVE TGO
EXT. EDGE OF WOODS -- NI GHT 40

Hai |l ey tracks through the noonlit woods. The m st is heavy
wi t h whi speri ng.

POV WATCHER

He is still being watched.

Once nore Hailey sees the flicker of a strange, noving shadow.
Then, it vanishes. He steps out into a clearing. Ahead, is

an ancient barn. Wth his 3 ock ready, he noves toward it.

EXT. ANCI ENT BARN -- N GHT 41

He reaches the door...and | ooks inside. Everything is dark.
Cautiously, he enters. The whispering is |ouder.

| NT. ANCI ENT BARN -- NI GHT 42

Slowy, Hailey makes his way through broken stalls. Cobwebs
are everywhere

Suddenly, he hears a rustling sound on the far side of the
room Wth his gun ready, he creeps toward it. The sound
cones again. \Watever it is, it's hidden by a heap of rusting
equi pnent .

He nmoves closer...inch by inch. Finally, he's across from
it. Wth his gun ready, he | eaps out and confronts..

A | arge goat.

VWhen the creature sees him it bleats in terror and races
fromthe barn

( CONTI NUED)
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But then Hailey hears sonething and swings around. Directly
behi nd hi m stands Frank Matt hews.

SHOT MATTHEWS' FACE
The bl oody eyes stare at him

Wth trenmendous speed and strength, Hailey reacts. He fights
i ke a denon, but it does no good.

The virus has given Matthews superhuman strength. He picks
Hai |l ey up by the neck and swings himaround. Then he throws
hi macross the barn. He strikes the wall head first and lies
on the floor.

ANGLE ON HAI LEY

Mat t hews wal ks up, bends down and rips open his shirt. Picking
up a rusty nail, he drags it across Hailey's chest, creating
a deep, red scratch

Then, he lets saliva drip fromhis nmouth until the scratch is
covered with a blue-green glow. Wen he's finished, he steps
back. The glow ng saliva seeps into Hailey's blood...and

di sappears.

But suddenly, Hailey's eyes flicker open. He's barely
conscious, but still, he cries out and |unges for Mtthews.
He's about to drag hi mdown, when Matthews smashes himwth a
board. Hailey falls back, choking.
Mat t hews stands above him Wiispers fill the air.

FADE OUT:

END OF ACT TWO
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43

44

ACT THREE
FADE | N:
| NT. ANCI ENT BARN -- NI GHT 43
AGENT (O. S.)
Base to one. Base to one. Cone in,

one.

Slowy, Hailey awakens. As he reaches for the radio, his
face can't be seen. WMatthews is gone, but still, there is
t he sound of far away whi spering.

AGENT (0. S.) (CONT' D)
Base to one...where are you?

Hailey clicks on the radio...and stands up.

HAI LEY
One. .. here.

AGENT (O S.)
Hey, where've you been? You all right?

HAI LEY
l'mfine. | think the radio's
mal f uncti oni ng.

AGENT (O S.)

Did you find out what was out there?
HAI LEY

It was nothing. Just a deer. |'mon

my way in.

As he | ooks up into a shaft of noonlight, his eyes are bl ood-
red. The whispering surrounds him

I NT. GLYNDON' S TANK -- ON GLYNDON -- N GHT 44

G@yndon lies in his bed, listening and smling at nothing.
Suddenly, the door opens. Edward Marcase enters.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
(cheerfully)
So, you're actually comng into the
fish tank.

EDWARD
| want to take sonme bl ood.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
W t hought everything was aut onat ed.

( CONTI NUED)
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EDWARD
| like the personal touch.

Wthout a trace of gentleness, he jabs a needle into @ yndon's
arm and begins drawing a | arge sanple. @ yndon w nces.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
You're a clever, resilient man, doctor.
We can see why the Ebola couldn't kill
you.

EDWARD
It killed my parents. They were clever
and resilient too.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
Survival of the fittest. You may find
this hard to believe, but |ong ago we
created all the other viruses to
strengt hen your speci es.

EDWARD
Now there's a new idea. Henorrhagic
fever sent with our best interests at
heart.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
O course, they were neant to be applied
sel ectively under our control.

EDWARD
Oh, of course. Hell of a way to thin
t he herd.
(beat)

But after you left things got a little
out of hand is that it? An Al DS
epidem c here, a Hanta virus there.

Marcase turns the needle as he withdraws it. @ yndon w nces
agai n.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
And nost of it's your own fault. First
you built cities. Then, cane
anti biotics and vaccines. Now,
mut ati ons are everywhere. Soon one

will arrive that wll w pe out the
human race. And we're the only ones
who' Il be able to save you

EDWARD

And for this, all we haye to do is
| ose our consciousness in your hive.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARTHUR GLYNDON
Not your consciousness, your
individuality. That's been your problem

al | al ong.

EDWARD
Yeah, that's dyndon's problem isn't
it? He's still down there struggling

to be a person.

A flash of agony crosses dyndon's face. Hi s nouth opens,
but his lips don't nove. Fromdeep within himcones G yndon's
voi ce.

Then, the iron grip comes down on hi m again. (%)

ARTHUR GLYNDON
As you can see, he refuses to give up
the nenory of his female.

EDWARD
Pretty damm uncooperati ve.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
Your species nust learn that the
i ndi vi dual nmeans nothing. The unity
of the hive is all that matters.

EDWARD
And sone of us don't even like living
in apartnent buil dings.

Mar case begi ns checking d yndon's pul se.

EDWARD ( CONT' D)
Question. That hole you lived in for
15,000 years. There are salt deposits
on the walls leading into it. Howd
t hey get there?

For the first time, a |look of disconfort comes to dyndon's
face.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
We are not a geol ogi st.

EDWARD
Yeah, neither am|. But | read a | ot.
Al cultures have the tradition of a
worl d-wi de flood. |'ve exanm ned the
sal t. It's fromthe ocean. Yet, the
cave is half-way up a nountain

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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EDWARD ( CONT' D)
| s ocean water the "horror" you were
tal ki ng about ?

d yndon doesn't answer, but his |ook is strange.

EDWARD ( CONT' D)
You ought to get better control of
t hat nervous system Nasty little
junp in the pul se just then.
(beat; with a smle)
Thanks, Doctor d yndon. You've al
been very hel pful.

As Marcase | eaves the room dyndon stares after him And as
he stares, the mllions of voices are whispering..

WHI SPERI NG VO CES
Danger...danger...he wll find...he
wi |l know. ..danger...

DI SSCLVE TQO
45 EXT. GUARD PCST AT MANSI ON GATE -- N GHT

The sane whi spers echo in the noonlight as M chael Hail ey
wal ks out of the woods. Keeping his eyes averted, he
approaches the guard post.

HAI LEY
Perinmeter's secure. Everything s quiet.

A white Suburban is parked nearby.

HAI LEY ( CONT' D)
| need your vehicle.

AGENT
Key's in the ignition.

Hail ey gets in, starts it and drives off.
46 EXT. FOREST ROAD -- NI GHT
The Suburban pulls to a stop on a deserted section of road.

Frank Matthews steps out fromthe shadows and gets in. Then
t hey drive away.

45

46
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a7 OM TTED a7
47A  INT. KIMBERLY'S OFFI CE SPACE -- N GHT 47A

Kinberly is working in her office. The door opens. Marcase
ent ers.

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl MBERLY
| really can't get any work done with (%)
all these interruptions.

EDWARD
Look, could we call a truce? Wether
we like it or not, we've been thrown
into this together. [It's not going to
do either one of us any good to work
in isolation.

Kl MBERLY
l"m quite used to working al one.
EDWARD
Vell, I"'mnot. Allen told ne you have
one of the finest scientific m nds
he'd ever experienced. | need your
hel p.
Kl MBERLY

| don't know anythi ng about your kind
of nystical nedicine.

EDWARD
All I want to do is test one hypothesis. (%)
If it doesn't work, 1'll never bother
you agai n.
Kl MBERLY
What is it?
EDWARD

d yndon said that once this virus
covered the earth and then sonet hi ng
destroyed it. \Whatever did that al so
had to cover the earth. Every tradition
speaks of a universal flood..

KI MBERLY
My God, so you've gone fromtal king
viruses to nythical cataclysns.

EDWARD
But what if it wasn't a nyth? Just
hear nme out. W know the virus can
live in a dead body for thousands of
years.

She shakes her head in disbelief. He paces.

EDWARD ( CONT' D)
Let's say there was a flood that killed
al nrost all of humanity. Wy would the
vi rus have di ed?

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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EDWARD ( CONT' D)
After the water receded there would
have been bodi es everywhere.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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48

49

EDWARD ( CONT' D)
(beat)
No. Whatever killed it had to destroy
i ndividual cells. There are salt
deposits outside that chanber, but not
inside. | believe the |ethal agent
was sonething in the ocean.

KI MBERLY
That is the nost insane hypothesis (%)
| ve ever heard.

EDWARD
But if you were going to test it, what
woul d you do?

Kl MBERLY

(very reluctantly)
| don't know. I...suppose |I'd begin
by projecting the biological makeup of
anci ent oceans.

(beat; with a sigh)
| have a friend who does conputer nodel s
for Scripps Institute. He's going to
think I'mcrazy.

Marcase sm | es as she reaches over and picks up the phone.
EXT. USAMRII D -- ESTABLI SHI NG -- N GHT 48

USAMRIID, the mlitary's main facility for the study of
i nfectious disease, is an intimdating building surrounded by
heavy security.

EXT. MAIN GATE -- N GHT 49

The Suburban pulls up to a guard gate. Hailey is at the wheel.
He's wearing Matthews' dark glasses. Frank Matthews is hidden
in the back. An MP GUARD stares hard at Hail ey.

M P. GUARD
Is that you, Hailey? What's with the
gl asses?

HAI LEY
Lost ny contacts. These are
prescription. It's all 1've got.

M P. GUARD
We're lookin' for a guy who's wearing
dark gl asses.

HAI LEY
Come on, Benson. Let ne through or
Rhi nehart's gonna ki ck your ass.

( CONTI NUED)
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50
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52

53

54

M P. GUARD
Put your hand on the form

Hai l ey places his hand on a formlike the one used by the
guards at the mansion. The gate opens. Hailey pulls inside.

| NT. SUBURBAN -- CONTI NUOUS

He parks and gets out. Matthews remains hidden in the back.
EXT. USAMRI I D -- MAIN BUI LDI NG -- CONTI NUOUS

Hail ey runs up the steps and enters the buil ding.

| NT. USAMRIID -- MAIN BUI LDI NG -- CONTI NUOUS

He noves quickly down the main corridor, avoiding as many
peopl e as possible. Going to an elevator, he gets in and
heads down.

| NT. BI O HAZARD PREP ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS

He enters a bio-hazard prep room Dragging a protective suit
froma closet, he starts to put it on.

| NT. LAB/ MORGUE -- NI GHT

Edward and Kinberly are in protective suits staring at a
conputer screen. It's covered with biological synbols.

EDWARD
Look at this. The ocean is a stew
Any of it could have killed the virus
and we' ve got about fifty thousand
choices. [|'mwasting our tine.

KI MBERLY
We've gone this far, we mght as well
test sonmething. Let's focus on the
nmost anci ent speci es.

EDWARD
The | ethal agent would have to be as
comon as salt; otherw se, a percentage
of the virus woul d have escaped.

She touches several keys. Strange creatures appear on the
screen.

Kl MBERLY
So we can rule out invertebrates. Too
| ar ge.

EDWARD

Let's go to bacteria.

( CONTI NUED)
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55

56

57

She touches nore keys. Several nore inages appear.

KI MBERLY
We have several possibilities -- Vibrio (%)
vul ni fi cus and aerononas hydrophil a.
They' ve both been around forever.

EDWARD
Let's test them We'Ill start with the
Vi bri o.

Ki nberly taps the keys.

CU MONI TOR

On it appears a pinkish, colored rod.

Mar case noves to a cabinet, opens it and begi ns rummagi ng.
EDWARD ( CONT' D)

One mnor detail. This strain causes
septic shock, so let's watch oursel ves.

I NT. USAMRI I D -- BI O HAZARD | SOLATI ON FLOOR -- NI GHT 55

Wearing a bio-hazard suit to hide his identity, M chael Hailey
enters maxi mum security level four at USAMRIID. Quickly, he
makes his way down a hall to a door marked: "EXTREME Bl O HAZARD - -
AUTHORI ZED PERSONNEL ONLY." He punches in a code and passes

t hr ough.

| NT. STORAGE ROOM -- CONTI NUQUS 56
Going to a special cabinet, he opens it and renpbves a vi al

mar ked "EXTREME DANCER -- EBOLA." Taking it with him he

| eaves the room

| NT. LAB/ MORGUE -- NI GHT 57

Kinberly fills a syringe. Then, she and Edward approach the
cage with the nonkey. The creature eyes them mal evol ently.

EDWARD

She doesn't | ook very friendly. (X)
KI MBERLY

She's not. So be careful. (%)

Mar case grabs the creature through the bars. The nonkey
struggles and screans as Kinberly injects him
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58

I NT. USAMRI I D -- Bl O HAZARD PREP ROOM -- NI GHT

M chael Hailey has just stepped out of his protective suit.
The instant the needle enters the nonkey, it's as though

Hailey's veins fill with fire. He chokes and doubles up. A
TECHNI Cl AN getting dressed nearby, turns and stares at him
TECHNI Cl AN

Hey, what's the matter?

Hai | ey doesn't answer.

( CONTI NUED)
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CU H'S FACE -- FLASH CUTS

Fl ashing over his face are the faces of the MONKEY...MATTHEWS
... GLYNDON. Their nouths are open. A mllion voices are
scream ng. Hailey staggers out of the room

TECHNI Cl AN ( CONT' D)
WAIT A MNUTE. COME BACK HERE.

| NT. USAMRI | D HALLWAY -- NI GHT

Al arns sound as Hailey runs down the hall. A guard tries to
stop him He knocks himout. Ahead, the glass security doors
slide shut. He dives and smashes through them

EXT. USAMRIID -- MAIN BU LDI NG -- N GHT

Gasping for air, Hailey runs out of the building. Al arns
shri ek.

ELECTRONI C VA CE
Code four...... Code four...Code four..

Hail ey junps into the Suburban and starts it.
| NT. SUBURBAN -- CONTI NUOUS

Frank Matthews lies in the back, withing and screamng in
agony.

FRANK MATTHEWS

THEY ARE KILLING US. THEY ARE KILLI NG

UsS. ..
Hai |l ey guns the vehicle away.
EXT. USAMRII D -- MAI N GATE -- CONTI NUOUS
M P. guards shoot out Hailey's rear wi ndows and conti nue
firing. The Suburban crashes through the main gate...and
di sappears into the night.

FADE QOUT:

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
| NT. LAB/ MORGUE -- NI GHT

The nonkey is raging. It's beyond anything either Edward or
Ki mberly has ever seen in a research aninal.

Kl MBERLY

I"d call that a strange reaction to
Vi brio.

EDWARD
Let's get a bl ood sanple.

They're about to reach into the cage, when they see a red
light flashing on a control panel.

EDWARD ( CONT' D)
VWhat the hell's that?

Kl MBERLY
Sonet hi ng' s happening with d yndon.

They rush fromthe room

I NT. | SCLATI ON CHAMBER -- N GHT

Edward and Kinberly run up to @yndon's tank and stare inside.

A yndon is raging on the bed as though he's gone insane. His
arns are bloody fromtearing at the constraints. Wen he
sees them he roars.

EDWARD
Sedate him

Kinmberly hits several keys on a panel. Liquid pours down a
tube into his veins. But it has little effect.

EDWARD ( CONT' D)
Did you give himanything?

KI MBERLY
Enough Denerol to knock out a horse.

But the raging continues. Suddenly, froman intercomthey
hear Rhinehart's voi ce.

( CONTI NUED)
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RH NEHART (O. S.)
Dr. Marcase, Dr. Shiroma, please pick
up the intercomimedi ately.

Ki nberly turns off G yndon's two-way speaker and touches
several keys under a screen.

ANGLE ON MONI TOR
I NT. M LITARY VAN -- |INTERCUT -- N GHT
Rhi nehart's face appears on a TV screen.

OM TTED

RH NEHART
Alittle while ago M chael Hail ey broke
into |l evel four and stole a vial of
Ebol a.

EDWARD
What ?

RH NEHART
Qur assunption is that he's been
infected with the virus.

Kl MBERLY
But how coul d that happen?

RHI NEHART
Earlier this evening Frank Matthews
was seen along a road outside of Reston.
Al'l of our resources are on full alert.
The President has been inforned. W
are currently reassessing our |evel of
risk conmtnment. Hailey may try to
get back to your location. Please be
caref ul

The screen goes dark.

Kl MBERLY
VWhat does he nean, they're "reassessing
their level of risk commtnent?"

EDWARD
It means they're about to pull the
plug. Cone on, we've got work to do.

GLYNDON
MURDERERS. . . MURDERERS. . . MURDERERS. .

( CONTI NUED)
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He rushes toward the door.
| NT. LAB/ MORGUE -- N GHT

Edward and Kinberly run into the norgue | ab. The nonkey is
lying on his back in a sem -comatose state.

KI MBERLY
Look at her eyes.

EDWARD
Let's get sone bl ood.

EXT. MAIN GATE OF THE MANSI ON -- NI GHT

The arnored unit arrives at the main gate of the mansion.
MP's in bio-hazard gear with dogs and searchlights stream out

of the vehicles and nove into the forest. A helicopter |ands
on the road. Rhinehart and several aides junp out. A comrmand

post is being set up.

EXT. FOREST ROAD QUTSI DE OF FENCE -- N GHT

Hai | ey and Matthews get out of the Suburban and stunble through

the trees to the fence. They both | ook desperately ill.
Wi spering rage of the hive is all around them

FRANK MATTHEWS
MURDERS. . . MURDERERS.  WE' VE GOT TO
STOP THEM BEFORE THEY KILL US ALL.

In the distance they see the lights of the mansion.

HAI LEY
We can get in. But we may not get
out .

FRANK NMATTHEWS
You go. Destroy what they've

di scovered. We'Il| escape. |In one
week, half the human popul ation w ||
be dead or under our control. The

hive must live. G ve us the Ebola.

Hail ey hands himthe vial. Matthews opens it and drinks it
down. Then, he rushes away into the darkness. Hailey noves
to the fence. Wrking carefully to avoid sensors, he clinbs
over.

EXT. FRONT OF MANSI ON -- N GHT

Li ke a shadow, Hail ey noves across the grounds toward the
por ch.
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71 | NT. LAB/ MORGUE -- NI GHT 71

Ki nberly and Edward are exam ning the blood fromthe nonkey.
Kinberly is looking into the el ectron m crograph.

Kl MBERLY
|"ve never seen anything like this.
The bacteria are eating all the cells
infected by the virus. Look at the
transition over a ten-m nute period.

They watch the change take place in the bl ood sanple.

KI MBERLY ( CONT' D)
The virus is gone, but now she has a (%)
maj or Vibrio infection.

EDWARD
So we give hima course of tetracycline.
Vibrio eats the virus, tetracycline
kills the Vibrio...and we're hone free.
We've gotta tell Rhinehart.

Kl MBERLY
Tel |l hi m what ?

EDWARD
We know how to destroy this thing.

Kl MBERLY
Premature, doctor. Al we knowis
what' s happeni ng i n one nonkey.

EDWARD
So, let's test it on d yndon.

KI MBERLY
Absol utely not. W need nore data.

EDWARD
No time. Didn't you hear what he sai d?
They're half a step from project
termnation. W' ve got to show them

sonet hing. Now. (%)
KI MBERLY
Dr. Marcase. W're not ready for a (%)

human test. You said yourself this
strain causes septic shock and there
coul d be other conplications. @ yndon
coul d die.

EDWARD
He's dying right now.

( CONTI NUED)
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Mar case noves to a cabi net and begins preparing another Vibrio
i njection.

EDWARD ( CONT' D)
Look, Matthews is infected out
there...and probably Hailey. And they
have the Ebol a. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl MBERLY
| will not take responsibility for
this
EDWARD

You don't have too. This one's on ne.
Armed with a syringe, he rushes out of the room
EXT. FOREST QUTSI DE FENCE -- NI GHT

The MP's wth their dogs are searching the forest. A
helicopter flies overhead. Its light scours the shadows.

The MP's find the Suburban. Instantly, they're all over it.

EXT. MAIN GATE OF MANSION -- NI GHT

Rhi nehart is at his conmmand post. A LI EUTENANT COLONEL and
several aides rush up to him

LI EUTENANT COLONEL
They' ve found the Suburban. It's enpty.

RHI NEHART
If they find either of them take
i mmredi ate acti on. Is that clear?

LI EUTENANT COLONEL
Yes sir.

The Li eutenant Col onel noves off to obey.

| NT. HALLWAY -- NI GHT

Mar case runs down a long hall toward G yndon's chanber.
| NT. 1 SCLATI ON CHAMBER - - CONTI NUOUS

The pressure door slides open. He rushes into the room and
stops short. The tank is enpty. dyndon is gone.

EDWARD
My CGod. .

Running to a nonitor, he taps several keys. Rhinehart's face

appears.

RHI NEHART
(on screen)
What do you need, Edward?
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EXT. COVWAND POST AT MANSI ON GATE -- | NTERCUT -- N GHT 76

EDWARD
d yndon has escaped.

RH NEHART
How i s that possible?

EDWARD
| don't know, but he's gone.

Rhi nehart hits a control switch on a panel next to him Sirens
begin wailing and lights flash through the underground center.
A digital sign on the wall registers nine mnutes...and
counting down.

EDWARD ( CONT' D)
What are you doi ng?

RHI NEHART
The house is now sealed off. You have
eight mnutes and fifty-three seconds
to correct the breach before
termnation. @ yndon nust be found
and placed under control before you
enter your code. Move quickly, Edward.

The screen goes dark. Marcase stares at it, then up at the
ticking clock.

EDWARD
DAWMM T.

He rushes out of the room

| NT. LAB/ MORGUE -- HALLWAY -- NI GHT 77(X)

The sirens are still scream ng. Lights flash. A clock in
the lab is ticking off the seconds. Kinberly is trying to
contact Edward over the intercom

KI MBERLY
Dr. Marcase, where are you? Wat's
happeni ng?

Suddenly, she turns. Behind her are dyndon and Hail ey.
They both | ook desperately ill and on the edge of sanity.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
MURDERER. .

Hi s bl ood-red eyes stare at her. She tries to run. Hailey
grabs her.

( CONTI NUED)
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79

ARTHUR GLYNDON ( CONT' D)
You are killing us. Didn't | tell you
t hat when one of us dies, all of us
feel it? But our |life nmeans nothing
to you.

He grabs her and pulls off her protective headgear. He sticks

his fingers on his tongue. On them appears the bl ue-green
gl ow of saliva. Then, he forces them between her 1|ips.

ARTHUR GLYNDON ( CONT' D)
Taste life, doctor. Now we are in you
too. \Wiere is Marcase?

Kl MBERLY
| don't know.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
Well, let's go find him

Dragging Kinberly with them they |eave the room
EXT. MAIN GATE OF MANSION -- NI GHT

Rhi nehart turns to a COMMUNI CATI ONS SPECI ALI ST who is at a
nmobil e control panel next to the mlitary vehicle.

RH NEHART
How nmuch | onger ?

COMWM SPECI ALI ST
Four m nutes and twenty-two seconds
before term nati on.

RHI NEHART
Keep the frequencies clear.
(to hinself)
Come on, Edward, get this under control

| NT. LAB/ MORGUE -- VARIQUS -- N GHT

d yndon and Hailey nove into the lab. Kinberly is with them
Lights flash and the sirens are scream ng.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
Dr. Marcase, where are you? Cone out.
W're all going to die anyway. Wat
have you got to | ose?

d yndon drops the Vibrio test tubes. Suddenly, at the end of
the hall, Marcase appears. He takes off his headgear and
wal ks toward them

EDWARD
d yndon.

( CONTI NUED)
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80

ARTHUR GLYNDON
You're a brilliant man, Doctor. Such
a pity. Wen a human dies it's so
permanent. \Wen we die, the hive |ives
on.

EDWARD
Well, there's one thing I'd i ke to do
before | die.
(beat)
Sonmet hing for Arthur 4 yndon.

Mar case | eaps forward and drives the Vibrio syringe straight
into dyndon's throat.

A yndon chokes. Then, he screanms. Hailey is scream ng too.
d yndon staggers, smashing glass and knocki ng over equi pnent.

Wth incredible rage, Hailey attacks Marcase and begins to
beat him Kinberly tries to stop him but there's nothing
she can do.

Marcase is on the floor. H's face is covered with bl ood.
Hailey lifts a piece of equipnent and is about to snash it
dowmn on him But Gyndon rips it fromhis hands and lifts it
hi nsel f.

He's about to kill Marcase, when a horrible | ook cones over
him Fromhis nouth conmes a terrifying groan.

CU GLYNDON S EYES

The bl ood drains out of his eyes.

He screans...and swi ngs the equi pnent -- but not at the doctor.

It smashes straight into Hailey's face... knocking himout.
A yndon's face contorts. The whispers are fading.

There are ten seconds |l eft on the cl ock.

EDWARD ( CONT' D)
Put in the code.

Ki nberly stunbles to the wall and punches in her code.
EXT. MAIN GATE OF MANSI ON -- NI GHT
Fi fteen seconds.

COMWM SPECI ALI ST
They' ve signaled to stop destruct.

( CONTI NUED)
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RH NEHART
Who's code is it?

COVMM SPECI ALI ST
Dr. Shiroma

Two seconds.

RHI NEHART
CANCEL TERM NATI ON

The man hits a switch
| NT. Bl O- HAZARD | SOLATI ON FLOOR HALLVAY -- NI GHT 81

The sirens stop wailing and the |ights cone back on. Hailey
lies on the floor unconscious. Kinberly |eans against the
wall. As G yndon stares down at Marcase, tears w thout bl ood
are in his eyes.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
Doctor...ny wfe...where is she?

DI SSCLVE TQO
EXT. FOREST -- N GHT 82

Frank Matthews is running through the forest. Dogs and MP's
Wi th searchlights are closing in. Suddenly, he's surrounded.
For a noment, the nen stare at him Then, the Lieutenant

Col onel yells...

LI EUTENANT COLONEL
DO IT.

An MP points a flame thrower...and pulls the trigger. Fire
streaks out. Matthews screans as the flanmes cover him 1In a
nmoment, he i s consuned.

DI SSOCLVE TO
| NT. HALLWAY -- LATER 83
Security personnel in bio-hazard suits are everywhere. Hailey
is strapped down to a gurney. So is Kinberly. They're both
sedated. [V s are in their arns.
Mar case gives Hailey an injection. Then he gives one to

Kimberly. Wen he's finished, Rhinehart steps up with another
syringe.

( CONTI NUED)
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EDWARD
It was close, wasn't it?

RH NEHART
Fromnow on let's try to make our
di scoveries with nore than a seven
second reserve.

Rhi nehart sticks the needle in...and none too gently.

DI SSCLVE TQO

EXT. COSTA RI CAN JUNGLE -- ESTABLI SHI NG -- DAY

Once nore...twlight at noon in a garden of the gods gone
insane. Once nore, the creatures are scream ng. Then,
d yndon's voice is heard.

ARTHUR GLYNDON (O S.)
This tonb is a conplete nystery. Far
ol der than any other ever found in the
West ern hem sphere..

DI SSCLVE TQO

I NT. TUNNEL OUTSI DE CHAMBER -- DAY

Rhi nehart, Edward, Kinberly, Hailey and d yndon are wal ki ng
up the tunnel toward the burial chanber.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
To the best of our know edge, it can't
be associated with any known cul ture.

EDWARD
What's the neani ng of these runes?

ARTHUR GLYNDON
We don't know. At the nonent, they're
conpl etely indeci pherabl e.

HAI LEY
| get areally strange feeling in here.

ARTHUR GLYNDON

Per haps there was an anci ent

civilization that died in a great flood --
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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85

EDWARD
It was close, wasn't it?

RH NEHART
Fromnow on let's try to make our
di scoveries with nore than a seven
second reserve.

Rhi nehart sticks the needle in...and none too gently.

DI SSCLVE TQO

EXT. COSTA RI CAN JUNGLE -- ESTABLI SHI NG -- DAY

Once nore...twlight at noon in a garden of the gods gone
insane. Once nore, the creatures are scream ng. Then,
d yndon's voice is heard.

ARTHUR GLYNDON (O S.)
This tonb is a conplete nystery. Far
ol der than any other ever found in the
West ern hem sphere..

DI SSCLVE TQO

I NT. TUNNEL OUTSI DE CHAMBER -- DAY

Rhi nehart, Edward, Kinberly, Hailey and d yndon are wal ki ng
up the tunnel toward the burial chanber.

ARTHUR GLYNDON
To the best of our know edge, it can't
be associated with any known cul ture.

EDWARD
What's the neani ng of these runes?

ARTHUR GLYNDON
We don't know. At the nonent, they're
conpl etely indeci pherabl e.

HAI LEY
| get areally strange feeling in here.

ARTHUR GLYNDON

Per haps there was an anci ent

civilization that died in a great flood --
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)

(X)

(X)

(X)
84

85
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ARTHUR GLYNDON ( CONT' D)
A civilization controlled by The

Wi sperers. Well, here's the entrance.
Be careful, it's slippery.
86 | NT. STONE CHAMBER -- CONTI NUQUS

The group clinbs into the burial chanber.

( CONTI NUED)

53A.

(X)
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87

ARTHUR GLYNDON
We naned this the Tonb of the Lords of
Tal ananca.

SHI ROVA
We've naned the virus Tal amanca Regalis.

A yndon sits down in the stone chair. A strange,
comes to his face.

RH NEHART
VWhat are you feeling, Dr. dyndon?

ARTHUR GLYNDON
My wife and | worked together for so
long. | don't know what |I'mgoing to
do w thout her.

Then, his | ook changes. He stares at the door.

ARTHUR GLYNDON ( CONT' D)
You know, it's very strange. Even
t hough the virus is gone from ny body,
| seemto have its nenories.

(beat)

| can renenber being here...sitting in
t he darkness...waiting...waiting..
listening to the whispers...for over
fifteen thousand years.

54.

sad | ook

Once nore...as though fromfar away...the whispers are heard

agai n.

EXT. JUNGLE -- ANGLE ON LEAVES -- DAY

As the wordl ess whispering continues... On a |eaf
broken statue of an ancient god rests a tiny drop

green liquid. A lovely butterfly settles onit...

then flutters away.

DI SSCLVE TO

near the
of bl ue-
dri nks. ..

The bl ue-green drop is gone...and the whispers fade.

END OF ACT FOUR

FADE OUT:
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